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the subjective contents of the feeling-into individual The
feeling-into subject seeks to feel his life into the object, to
experience in and through the object; hence it is essential
that the independence of the object and the difference
between it and the subject be not too manifest. Through
the unconscious act preceding the feeling-into process, the
independent power of the object is thus depotentiated or
over-compensated, because the subject forthwith uncon-
sciously superordinates himself to the object. But this
act of superordination can happen only unconsciously,
through an intensification of the importance of the subject.
This may happen through an unconscious phantasy, which
either deprives the object forthwith of its value and force,
or enhances the value of the subject placing him above the
object. Only by such means can that difference of potential
arise which the act of feeling-into demands for the subjective
contents to be transveyed into the object
The man with the abstracting attitude finds himself in
a terribly animated world, which seeks to overpower and
smother him; he therefore retires himself, so that in
himself he may contrive that redeeming formula which
can be relied upon to enhance his subjective value to a
point where at least it shall be a match for the influence
of the object. The man with the feeling-into attitude finds
himself, on the contrary, in a world that needs his subjective
feeling to give it life and soul. Confidingly he bestows
his animation upon it, while the abstracting individual
retreats mistrustingly before the daemons of objects, and
builds up a protective counterworld with abstract creations.
If we recall our argument of the preceding chapter,
we shall easily recognize the mechanism of extraversion
in the feeling-into attitude, and that of introversion in the
abstracting. <<pThe great inner uneasiness occasioned by
the phenomena of the outer world" is nothing but the
stimulus-fear of the introvfert, who, as a result of his deeper